WHO ARE FOUNDATION 51?

By DAMIEN McCARTNEY 
From: NT News 
May 13, 2014 5:45PM 

THE Australian Electoral Commission is looking into a complaint about a company affiliated with the Country Liberal Party which “contributed significantly” to the Blain by-election campaign. 
The NT News understands the AEC was made aware of a complaint about the shadowy research company and is considering whether it relates to federal electoral law.

Territory Labor has filed an official complaint to the NT Electoral Commission – in a letter ALP NT secretary Kent Rowe claimed research company Foundation 51 had broken the law. He said the business failed to comply with the financial disclosure and transparency provisions in the NT Electoral Act.

Under electoral funding laws, gifts in-kind to political parties must be publicly declared for fair value in the same manner as cash donations.

Mr Rowe said Labor understood Foundation 51 had never submitted a return to either the NT or Federal electoral commissions.

Foundation 51 solicits “memberships”, offering members access to “research, reports and information gathering”. Its activities and list of members are largely secret, but a flyer published online in 2009 showed two levels of memberships at the time cost $5500 and $22,000 a year.

ASIC records list NT Land Development Board chairman Graeme Lewis, a member of the CLP management committee, and former politician and criminal lawyer Peter Maley, now a magistrate, as directors.

Independent MLA Gerry Wood said he would put forward a motion on Tuesday to ask all members of Parliament to “support an inquiry into political donations”.
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